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/ . JiIlLlii ''. '—' ' '̂•••''̂ •' He^S^thapoke'toa few members of said late Friday morning. !'I know that, tlleoatiOM f ofTt}»Or9sonitn $ta/r ^ partsh. allegedly to conflde In them people inthat church musl Just be dev-
i ' invohSthm'' i a u . he had a problem with abusing astated." l. ' •

\:PO!jtand parish' ;s^th was'̂ ked Into the JusUce "As far as 1kW Nelson said, "he
, XOlthe.Rev.Wnilfl S? Se Flit^Ln SSSilSt^ ^ exemplary Job. He had a

B-Sn^ - EKn23onSurch^??09N^i?^r^w '̂]^®^^^^ very high standing in thetommunity."SSSst^.r®" iMonday. He was arrest^ Thursday • Smith was arrested about'11 a.m." •<imnh t« w' ♦ • m' '̂•A "vS' and accu^ of 11 counts of first-dcgrce Thursday after he agreed to come to the
^huso -a felony - and one , detective division 10 talk about allega-
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^ '' ' • ' lleve^S^th apospolte to
•,.. j-:*-. his parish, allegedly toconfide in them

" " 1' Ethat he had a problem with abusing• , j/ • ,. . . _ . "" » pt^uiem wiin aousinf

r.^ !;•?. "i of Ecumenical^.young girls. DetecUves hope to InterI _,j- ,_• , ^»!• t;young giTis. uetecuves nope to 1t»eing« gins In Mlnlstri« of Oregon has been accused i view parishioners and are seeking i
the North f'n-0f»«*uaUy abusing glrls inhbparish. information.- ..-

' Portiand Barish i .The assaults allegedly/were loom- -.Smith infn'fh« in

vt :uV ' . ' ' Smith is a past president and chair- •sexual abuse — a felony — and one
man of the board of Ecumenical Mln- . count of third-degree sexual abuse, a

(. Istries of Oregon and currently sits on .V class A•misdemeanor. A Jail ofllcial,
•••'•'ij/ i . directors. Ho has been the however, saidFriday night thathewas..J- _• pastor of the First AME Zlon Church' being held ona total ofsixcounts, indt-
l.';'!j'!.t '"• forflveyears: caUi'Kithat^accusations against him
: '' r Police said the sexual abuse allega-*'.' h®YC Ijeenchangedor dropped.

Hons involve three victims, and the ind-,;r: "This comes asa ^eat shock to me "dents took place between September - the Rev. Rodney Page, executive dircc-
1990 and January 199.1. Police also be-" torofEcumenical Ministries ofOregon.

detective dlvisiori-to talk about'ailega-
tions that he'd fondled thj«» girls. •;

Two of the alleged victims'told police
that Smith had cornered them In his
church office and groped them. A third
said tlmt she was repeatedlyabused by
Smith for 16months, beginningIn Sep
tember 1990. ' . '• b :., ; ;
' At the time' of the'alleg^ incidents,

(he viclims were 12.13 and 17. Detective
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were . fielded ' Mday" by Smith's an'--•
swering machine. His bishop In St.*'

• Louis, couldn't l)e reached for commeat.I •
1 Page credited Smith jyith rebuilding.'
the church,;|ft^rtharhe*iForeanl2ed"

,efforts^iihprove the building wnile ift-I
creasing thecongregation. . ; : ;

j^Smlth took a public stance lastyear;ii
/ against Measure 9, the anti-gay lnltla--i'
' live from the Oregon Cltixens Alliance./

Smith said that he personalty cofi-.
. dcmned homosexuality as being "coA'-*

V trary to divine law and NewTestame'ntl •'
\|eachlng3" but opposed the measur '̂ ;

''W^liker emphasized that Smith was; '
i' Inndrant-unless proven-'gutlty and-!
•' added thB' he-unflerstood that many!: •^

people would be surprised that such"'"
charges would be made against a promi--'
nent minister. "But we see this in any' •
walk of life." ho .said.

' I Wal-. I liker said that all
. three were now In

; a treatment pro-
\ gram for victims

of sexual abuse.

parents of
-t: one of the victims

ly 1'^
iT out of state aRc/

the alleged aJ
saults and had tcT

, be persuaded by police to bring their;
' daughter back to enroll in the treatment

program, Walllker said,
r: "Our Initial complaint was made to us
by the Portland School Police," Walllk
er added."When we were investigating
that case, another couple of complaints
came in by happenstance." >•'

Calls tn the First AME Zion Church


